There is an excellent contribution by Dr. R. C. Bartlett on 'Can we afford the price of quality?' and he also contributes useful appendices illustrating the method of monitoring in his own hospital department.
Contributions are inevitably uneven but all are well worth reading. That of Dr. Wright from the IJS Food and Drug Administration on antibiotic susceptibility discs tells how the Bauer-Kirby method was accepted as the standard test in the USA. This is not a popular method in Europe but the problems they encountered are of general interest.
The publishers claim that this book should be essential reading for all clinical microbiology personnel. In Britain, where the organization of laboratories is somewhat different, it will be of interest to directors of diagnostic laboratories and should be read by all those concerned with distribution of quality control material. , 1975, 28, 1003) there is an error in the third paragraph of the paper under the subheading 'tissue culture'; the last two lines should read:
'100 tg vancomycin, and 50 jtg streptomycin per ml'. This is a collection of contributions to a symposium held in Philadelphia in November 1973. There are 14 contributors, three of them medical microbiologists.
Six of the contributors come from Government supported laboratories including CDC and ATCC; four of them have university or research appointments, two of them are from hospital departments, and two from commercial firms:
